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The following statement was issued today by Assistant Secretary 
of Defense Arthur Sylvester: 

"A second deliberate attach was made during darkness by an un- 
determined number of North Vietnamese PT boats on the USS MADDOX 
and USS C. TURNER JOY while the two destroyers were cruising in 
company on routine patrol in the Tonkin Gulf in international waters 
about 65 miles from the nearest land. The attack came at 10:30 P.M. 
local time (10:30 A.M . , August 4 , Wash ing ton time.) 

"The PT boats were taken under fire by the destroyers and there- 
after by attack aircraft from the TICONDEROGA and the CONSTELLATION. 

"The attackers were driven off with no U.S. casualties, no 
hits and no damage to either destroyer. 

"It is believed that at least two of the PT boats were sunk and 
two others damaged. " 
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